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JEN KOVECSES | Executive Director, Coalition for the Poudre River Watershed  
Jen grew up playing in lakes and streams in Canada building a life-long interest in aquatic ecosystems 
and conservation. She pursued this interest in university, completing a Bachelor's of Science in biology 
and a Master's of Science in aquatic ecology at McGill University. For her Master's thesis, Jen researched 
the impacts of mining pollution on lakes in northern Quebec. After completing her graduate degree, she 
continued to pursue her passion for aquatic ecosystems, working on a variety of watershed conservation 
projects on the shores of Lake Ontario and the coast of British Columbia. While living in California, Jen 
had the opportunity to work for local non-profits, offering science and policy analysis to help protect 
water quality and habitat in California's coastal watersheds. 
 
After moving to Colorado, she began volunteering with Wildlands Restoration Volunteers as a way to get 
to know some of the amazing places in Colorado. This led to an opportunity to work with WRV, 
managing its post-fire restoration program. When not working, Jen can be found hiking in the mountains 
or along Colorado's many beautiful rivers. 
 

 
ERIC POTYONDY | Assistant City Attorney, City of Fort Collins 
Eric Potyondy has been practicing water law in Colorado since graduating from the University of 
Colorado Law School in 2006.  After clerking for the Water Judge at the Water Court in Greeley for two 
years, Eric practiced at a small water law firm for six years before returning to his hometown to work as 
the in-house water attorney for the City of Fort Collins.  Eric now lives in Fort Collins with his wife, two 
young boys, two old cats, and a small herd of bikes. 
 
 
COURTNEY GUTMAN | Director, Big Thompson Watershed Coalition   
Courtney brings 12 years of habitat restoration, monitoring, community engagement, and outdoor 
education experience to the Big Thompson Watershed Coalition. As a Restoration Project Manager for 
Audubon California, she managed two of the organization’s largest tidal-marsh restoration projects, 
developed a volunteer and internship program that provided 1500+ hours of engagement opportunities 
for over 300 community members annually, and represented the organization in multiple working 
groups. She completed her M.S. with CSU’s Human Dimensions of Natural Resources department 
and joined BTWC as Project Manager in 2018 and accepted the role of Director in 2020. In overseeing 
the implementation of projects and collaborating with various sectors, she has become fascinated with 
building habitat resilience into restoration and enhancing community-supported initiatives that prepare 
both wild and human communities for a changing environment. 
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ROBERT VIEHL | Water Resources Specialist, Colorado Water Conservation Board  
Rob works for the Colorado Water Conservation Board (CWCB) in the Stream and Lake Protection 
section. He has spent the past 14 years working on the appropriation, acquisition, protection and 
monitoring of instream flow and natural lake level water rights to preserve and improve the natural 
environment to a reasonable degree. Prior to his time with the CWCB, he worked for the National 
Council for Science and the Environment in Washington DC on improving the scientific basis for 
environmental decision making. Rob double majored in environmental studies and geography at the 
University of Colorado and more importantly met his wife during his time in Boulder. Rob lives in Denver 
with his wife, two young children, and their dog Daisy who all keep him active and constantly on his 
toes. 
 
 
TAYLOR HAWES | Colorado River Program Director, The Nature Conservancy 
Taylor serves as the Colorado River Program Director for The Nature Conservancy, working to conserve 
the freshwater biodiversity of the Colorado River Basin while also meeting community needs for water. 
She works with key stakeholders who are critical to conservation success across the Basin. Taylor has 
worked on Colorado River issues for more than twenty-three years and practiced water, local 
government, water quality, and land use law on Colorado’s Western Slope before joining the 
Conservancy. Taylor served as the co-chair of Reclamation’s Basin Study Environmental and Flows 
Workgroup, a Governor appointee to Colorado’s Inter-basin Compact Committee, and on the Murray-
Darling Basin Balanced Water Fund Advisory Board in Australia as well as many related boards in 
Colorado. Originally from Atlanta, Georgia, Taylor received a B.A. in political science from University of 
North Carolina and her Juris Doctorate degree from Vermont Law School.  
 
 

 


