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Steps to Date

• Step 1 – Get buy in from Ditch Companies
– Find Knowledgeable professionals to help.
– Meetings, meetings, meetings
– Create guiding principles
– Field Trip of Successful Projects

• Complete a Design Study
– Funded by CWCB



Partners

• Whitney Ditch Company - Stan Everitt & Judy Firestein
• BH Eaton Ditch Company - Cody Wooldridge 
• Northern Water – Amy Johnson & Jerry Gibbens
• Parks and Wildlife – Matt Kondratieff, Eric Richer, Boyd 

Wright
• Larimer County – Jeffrey Boring
• City of Greeley – Eric Reckentine – Christie Coleman
• Central Water – Randy Ray
• Flywater – Corey Engen







Executive Summary
OneFish Engineering, LLC (OneFish) and FlyWater, Inc. 
(FlyWater) were hired by the Town of Windsor to perform a fish 
passage feasibility study for the Whitney and BH Eaton diversion 
structures located on the Cache la Poudre River (Poudre River).
• The primary purpose of the project is to restore upstream fish 

passage to native fish species; sport fish such as rainbow and 
brown trout would also benefit from improved passage.

• Additional objectives include possible improvements to 
diversion operation, bank stabilization upgrades, potential fish 
screening at each diversion, and understanding the expected 
permit requirements.



Fish Passage
A range of fish passage options were evaluated for each 
diversion. Some key requirements included
• Year round operation

o Year round passage does not include times when the 
river is being completely diverted into the ditches

o Year round passage does not include high flow – such 
as flood flows

• Passage for flows up to 640 cfs, any flow above this is    
considered high flow

• Maximum velocity of 2 ft/s
• No injury to existing water rights





Plains Topminnow Orange Spotted Sunfish

Brassy Minnow Iowa Darter







Rock Ramp at the Whitney Diversion





Rock Ramp with Rock Weirs at the BH 
Eaton Diversion













Next Steps

• Meeting with regulatory agencies
– Get verbal commitment of impacts of projects to 

Ditch Companies

• Continue to seek funding
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