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What did you learn today that encouraged you? 

● Very much enjoy the partnerships in and restoration work on our rivers.  
● I was encouraged by the City of Greeley parks and the collaborative mindset of Ken 

Kehmeier…all of the panelists, really.  
● Forest management/fire mitigation work. Local municipalities (Greeley Parks and Fort 

Collins environmental awareness). Chesapeake Bay Project/Poudre/Big Thompson 
assessments. Non-profit organizations dedicated to river/community health. Community 
engagement in water issues/equity/health. 

● It was fun to see some of the innovative ways that Greeley has worked the history of 
water into its park design. Very creative, and important to reach youth! I continue to be 
encouraged by the level of expertise in the region. The work that Jen Shanahan has 
done on the Poudre River Report Card is truly impressive.  

● Encouraged by Sarah Boyd’s presentation and the work being done by the City of 
Greeley on “city” parks; especially Woodbriar and Bittersweet Parks. Seems that the 
emphasis on partnerships is turning into a total win-win, great lesson in resilience, 
optimism and productivity.  

● I was encouraged by the concept of giving the river itself a "water right". This would allow 
a non-monetarily driven entity to have a seat at the table and would be an investment in 
river health.  

● In-stream program.  
● There are a lot of projects going on in the watershed. Coalition for the Poudre River 

Watershed is awesome! We need more groups that coordinate efforts of a similar nature. 
We can’t keep reinventing the wheel every time. 

● Given the complexity of the system, the number of players – users and lawyers and 
everyone in between, the hydrology itself… I am amazed it “works”. It is a marvel that the 
system can be so dramatically manipulated and still work.  So, on one hand – this is 
actually a little depressing and worrisome – I am grateful and encouraged that it has 
worked (and does work) – in spite of ourselves. 
 

What did you hear today that discouraged  you?   
● How quickly we humans can damage a river and how long it takes to restore river health.  
● I was not really discouraged by anything.  
● Amount of litigation/resources involved in moving projects forward. Modern vs historical 

river flow reversal. Biological health of front range rivers. Complexity of water solutions. 
● Jen shared 4 stressors in our headwaters (wildfires, drought/climate change, 

insects/disease, and land use development). In all cases, the number of stressors 
appears to be increasing. How do we change the cycle?  

● Great discussion about the book Where the Water Goes, but discouraged by the 
continued cynicism about efficiencies and the domino effect-being efficient begets more 
development; how do you break this vicious cycle?  Also both encouraged and 
discouraged about how to build authenticity into education.  

● There was not a whole lot in this session that I found discouraging as compared to 
previous sessions. I am wondering if this is because environmental causes are rooted in 
a sense of hope with very little room for discouragement.  
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● Full 5000 cfs flushing flows would flood Greeley.  
● Why is this so complicated? There are even issues and conflicts with accomplishing 

things in one sector/area of interest. How are we supposed to accomplish anything 
between sectors when even within they’re not on the same page?  

● The challenges to have (on an annual basis) a flushing flow in a river. Given how 
managed our rivers are – the fact that we can choose what to give the river and when to 
give it (or not). The idea  or perspective I have had regarding the natural-ness of our 
rivers is eroding. What is natural (?) is a new concept for my brain!  

 
What did you learn today that surprised  you?  

● The River Report Card, what a great tool.  
● I was surprised to learn that the best water quality on the Poudre (among the City’s study 

limits) exits through the urban center.  
● Amount of new nonprofits engaging in river/forest restoration.  
● We’ve heard how the Poudre River “punches above its weight class.” The slide Ken 

showed that had dots for diversions and reservoirs really gave context to that, and 
despite our earlier conversations, I found it both surprising and enlightening.  

● Ken Kehmeier’s statement that the Poudre is a declining system and intrigued by the 
concept of giving the river a water right to allow/encourage flushing.  

● I was surprised to notice how many female speakers came for this topic of environmental 
efforts/concerns as compared to previous sessions-is this due to a nurturing/fixing nature 
inherent in women? 

● "The river is working if it delivers water to my head gate."  
● That ponds don’t have rights. I never thought about whether they would need rights and 

about how their evaporation/water loss would play into the whole system.  
● The water we “see” in a river is only 10% of the water in a watershed!  

 
What did you learn today that you want to know more about?   

● Very impressed with the natural water park idea from Sara Boyd of Greeley.  
● I may try to learn more about forestry management and controlled burns. 
● Greeley parks, Chesapeake Bay Project, and Poudre Report Card.  
● Seems we’ve just skimmed the surface of all the connected processes for getting water 

into the river (e.g. evapotranspiration). It would be good to better understand how all 
those components fit together  

● Enjoyed Jen Shanahan’s discussion about River Health and bringing different disciplines 
together in looking at the health of a river and ultimately the watershed.  Looking forward 
to spending some more time with the handout: State of the Poudre River.  

● I would like to know more about how Fort Collins plans its parks and if there is anywhere 
near the level of engagement and thoughtfulness that Sarah Boyd puts into the parks 
program in Greeley.  

● Everything!  
● This session was another reminder of the complexity of the “system” – this is so much 

more than rain/snow that falls from the sky – the watershed, the river as a ribbon of water 
(the water we see in a watershed), the services provided by the watershed (as 
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pretreatment) assuming the landscape of the watershed is healthy, etc. So, I am curious 
to learn more about hydrology and the system!  

 
Was there anything today that captured your attention to the extent that you could see 
yourself engaging in it further—to study it further, to play a leadership role in bringing it to 
the attention of others?  

● I would like to see more parks like the one in Greeley.  
● Taking water literate content to schools and students. Poudre River Study.  
● Fascinated by the discussion and materials available on river health and inspired to delve 

into the details and apply them to current and future planning.  
● Jen Kovecses spoke about the "Citizen Scientist Program" which sounds like a great way 

to be involved. I have signed up for information and look forward to being able to help 
out with this program in the Spring.  

● How to increase minimum and flushing flows without compromising private property 
rights.  

● I hear about environmental efforts all the time, but I love hearing more!  
● The importance of the quality of a watershed and it’s direct relationship to the quality of 

our water.  
● It might be interesting in future classes to include another question to the homework that 

asks, "What did you hear today that confirmed or broke a preconceived notion that you 
hold?" This might help the class take notice of bias that they may bring with them to the 
table as well as examine further how they digest information.  
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