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Water is critical to our economic, societal, and environmental well-being 

In the Western US, water management continually evolves and impacts both individuals and 
communities in various and complex ways. In order to ensure year-round availability for multiple 

users and ecosystems, water leaders must work together to balance competing water needs and make 
sound decisions regarding supply. These efforts are highly interdisciplinary, addressing not only 
ecological needs, but those of recreation, agriculture, and municipalities. As a result, a career in the 
water arena demands a diverse skillset.

Today’s water professionals must understand the history of water management, the mechanisms by 
which water is controlled and distributed, the economics of its development and protection, its ecology, 
and how its use and quality is impacted by human activities. Students who plan to work in this field 
should have an area of specialization as well as a solid understanding of western water.

Colorado State University is recognized as one of the world's leading institutions of higher 
education for water professionals

CSU has more than 200 faculty and staff who apply their disciplines to water and over 180 
water-oriented courses. Undergraduate majors — whether fishery and wildlife biology, engineering, or 
sociology — provide students the disciplined rigor needed to be successful, while the Sustainable 
Water Interdisciplinary Minor (SWIM) offers students an opportunity to gain deeper knowledge 
about the many dimensions of water. By taking advantage of CSU’s outstanding water expertise, 
students can prepare themselves for careers in water or graduate study in a water-related area.

SWIM students complete 21 credits in core and elective courses that are relevant to today's water 
professional. Completion of the SWIM is certified on the student's academic record.

~ Loren Eisley

If th�e is magic � this
planet, it is c�tained in wat�

WATER
SUSTAINABLE

MINOR
INTERDISCIPLINARY 

www.watercenter.colostate.edu/swim 
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