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River Health: 
Themes Across a Landscape



River Health

Clean water
Takes care of itself
Provides for people

Still around for our kids
Thriving plants and animals



Resilient Watershed = 
Resilient Community

The Poudre River serves as an 
index of watershed health



Headwaters region



Themes …

• Connectivity

• Flows

• Novel ecosystems
Modern landscapes



Connectivity



Diversions: Bellvue through Fort Collins

Connectivity



Connectivity



• Josh Ames 

Connectivity 



Flows



Key Functions of Flows



Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

1. Refresh river bed 
2. Support riparian 

vegetation

Key Functions of Flows

Fl
ow

3. Adequate dilution 
4. Maintain quality habitat

Spring    
snowmelt



Environmental Flows
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Flows



• Placeholder for picture of group of Poudre people 
talking

Flows 



Novel Ecosystems



Novel Ecosystems

Modern Landscapes



Novel Ecosystems

Modern Landscapes



Novel Ecosystems

Children and Nature



Novel Ecosystems

Healthy Communities
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FUN!!!



A Healthy Poudre River
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