
1 
 

 

 
 
 

Water Literate Leaders of Northern Colorado 
 

November 20, 2019  | Speaker Biographies 
 

 
SEAN CHAMBERS | Director, Water and Sewer Department, City of Greeley 
 
Sean Chambers is director of water & sewer for the city of Greeley and leads a dynamic team of water 
and wastewater planning, engineering and operations professionals. Chambers joined the city in 2018 
and brings a vision for increased collaboration, regional resiliency through planning and demand 
management. Greeley has one of the most robust and resilient surface water-collection systems in the 
West, with resources from four major river basins and balance between trans-mountain and native 
Poudre and Big Thompson water resources. Chambers is passionate about leadership, change 
management, takes great pride in the stewardship of a proud organization with more than 125 years of 
service. 
  
Chambers is experienced in water-resource development, applied natural resource economics, strategic 
planning, infrastructure project financing, executive team building, collaborative partnership 
development, and water resource and contract litigation. He has a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Colorado State University in agriculture and natural-resource economics, and is an alumnus of the Water 
Education Colorado Water Leaders program. 
 
 
JIM BECKLENBERG | City Manager, City of Evans  
 
Jim Becklenberg has served as the Evans City Manager since February 2017.  Originally from northwest 
Indiana, he holds a Bachelor degree from Indiana University and a Master of Public Administration 
degree from the University of Kansas.  Over the past 22 years, he has served four other municipalities, 
spanning the western United States, including Kansas, Colorado, and California.  Prior to his arrival in 
Evans, he worked as the Assistant City and County Manager in Broomfield.  Broomfield and Evans are 
very different communities from the perspective of water systems, which has given him additional 
perspective on Colorado water.       

Jim is a proud graduate of last year’s Water Literate Leaders class and very pleased to be back! 

When not working, Jim enjoys spending time with his wife and kids, ages 19 and 16, watching sports, 
and singing with the Greeley Chorale. 
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LARRY HOWARD | Water Resources Manager, City of Loveland Water and Power 
 
Larry was raised west of Loveland on a small farm along Buckhorn Creek and graduated at Colorado 
State with a BS in Ag Engineering in 1977. Larry farmed for 8 years in the San Luis Valley doing winter 
work with the NRCS and Agro Engineering. He graduated in 1987 from CSU’s Water Resources Planning 
& Management Program in the Civil Engineering Department and started work as Loveland’s Water 
Resources Engineer in 1987 and serves as the City’s Water Resources Manager. His leadership activities 
include: representation on the South Platte Roundtable since 2005; Project Manager for the permitting 
and construction of Green Ridge Glade Reservoir; creation of Loveland’s Raw Water Master Plan and 
subsequent updates; representation on the Big Thompson Watershed Forum; and participation with 
Legal Counsel on Water Court applications and oppositions. 
 
 
JOHN THORNHILL | Community Development Director and acting Water Resources Manager, Town of 
Windsor  
 
After spending nine years in the military, John decided to move to Northern Colorado after using this 
new-fangled thing called the internet and a couple of thinly sourced articles touting how great this area 
was to live, work, and play.  After 22 years, he has decided that the internet was just as accurate back 
then as it is today!  John obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Applied Geography from the University of 
Northern Colorado in 2003 and parlayed an internship into a full-time job in the Water Resources 
Division at the City of Greeley for the next 16 years, leaving as the Water Resources Operations Manager 
to become the new Water Resources Manager at the Town of Windsor.  As the Town of Windsor 
continues to grow at a rapid pace, new opportunities have arisen and John recently accepted the 
position of Community Development Director at the Town.  He loves to spend time with his family 
fishing, four wheeling in their Jeep, and watching his son grow each and every day.   
 
 
ED CANNON | Town Administrator, Town of Wellington 
 
Ed Cannon originally hails from Birmingham, Alabama.  His professional career includes 20 years with 
the United Stated Air Force, where he served under the NORAD command in locations throughout the 
continental US, Alaska, Canada, and Greenland.  Ed’s last assignment was as Operations Superintendent 
for Canadian NORAD operations in Winnipeg, Manitoba. 
 
In 2001 Ed retired from the Air Force and returned to his home state of Alabama to take over the family 
business, Cannon Roofing, Inc.  In 2011, Ed sold the business and moved to Illinois and enrolled in the 
Master of Public Administration program at Northern Illinois University.  While completing his master’s 
degree, Ed worked with the Village of Lake Zurich, Illinois, performing numerous duties including labor 
negotiations, budget analysis, capital improvement planning, contract administration, and Human 
Resource Management. 
 
After graduating from NIU in 2013, Ed was selected to serve as the City Administrator in Fulton, Illinois.  
Fulton, population 3,400, is located on the banks of the Mississippi River in Northwestern Illinois.  During 
his three-year tenure in Fulton, Ed created a Tax Increment Financing district for the city’s new Industrial 
Park, negotiated over $11M in new industrial and commercial development, secured grants for public 
infrastructure and facility upgrades, and forged partnerships with state, county, and regional economic 
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development organizations to promote regional industrial and manufacturing development.  In 2016 he 
was recognized as Community Leader of the Year by the Clinton Chamber of Commerce.   
 
In April 2017, Ed was selected as the Town Administrator in Wellington, CO.  Since his appointment, Ed's 
focus has been on sustainable growth for the community, economic development, upgrading 
Wellington's aging infrastructure, building strong regional and local partnerships, and securing water for 
Wellington's future.  Ed graduated from the 2nd Water Literate Leaders course in May 2019.   
 
 
CAROL WEBB | Deputy Utilities Director, City of Fort Collins 
 
Carol Webb is Deputy Utilities Director for Fort Collins Utilities where she has worked in various 
capacities over the last 22 years. She has lived in Fort Collins since 1997 with her husband and daughter. 
 
 
LOREN MAXEY | Chairman of the ELCO Board of Directors and President of the District (Member from 
2000-Present) 
 
Loren Maxey has been a District tap holder since 1962 when ELCO was established. He currently owns 
three taps and has business property interests in several more. He lives at 1101 Clark Street in Northeast 
Ft. Collins. Loren is now retired from Maxey Companies, which was founded in 1969. The companies 
consist of three divisions: Manufacturing (truck bodies, specialty trailers and snow grooming machines); 
Truck Equipment Sales and Trailer Repair; and Maxey Trailer Sales. The business is now owned by MGS, 
but is operated by his son Carl who is the Division Vice President. 
  
Loren was a Ft. Collins city councilman from 1987-1993 and served on the Larimer County Fair Board from 
1990-2012. Currently, he is also on the North Poudre Irrigation Board as President. Another of Loren’s 
passions is antique tractors, and he is the founding member of the Long’s Peak Antique Tractor Club. Loren 
has lived in Fort Collins for 60 years and plans to remain active during his remaining years.  
 
 
CHRIS MATKINS | District Manager, Fort Collins-Loveland Water District & South Fort Collins Sanitation 
District 
 
Chris Matkins is the District Manager for two Enterprises: The Fort Collins – Loveland Water District and 
the South Fort Collins Sanitation District. He has B.S. and M.S. Degrees in Civil Engineering and enjoys 
the challenges these roles bring, including anticipating increasing regulatory requirements and 
increasing water scarcity that the Northern Colorado region faces. Chris has worked tirelessly to build a 
staff that is able to exceed the mission and values of the Districts. He also serves as Chair on the Soldier 
Canyon Water Treatment Authority Board and collaborates with municipal partners when the 
opportunities arise. 
 
Chris hails from South Dakota with a background in dryland farming. He moved to Fort Collins twenty 
years ago to enjoy Colorado’s natural beauty and work with water. His passion for water and 
environmental stewardship is evident in his everyday work. 
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LISA DARLING | Executive Director, South Metro Water Supply Authority  
 

Lisa is the Executive Director of the South Metro Water Supply Authority, a regional water authority that 
formed in 2004 and is comprised of 13 members that collectively serve about 80% of the population of 
Douglas County and 10% of Arapahoe County. Lisa has more than 25 years of experience in Colorado 
water resources. She previously managed the South Platte River Program and the Praire Waters Project 
for Aurora Water, the state's third-largest water utility. In that role, she worked closely with SMWSA on 
the Water Infrastructure and Supply Efficiency Partnership (WISE), a key component of the south metro 
region's plan to transition to renewable water supplies. Among Lisa’s many leadership roles, she has 
served on Water Education Colorado’s board since 2012 and is the current board of trustee president.  

 


