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COMPLIANCE QUALITY SERVICE LEGACY OF
STEWARDSHIP



Source Water Quality

* Water Quality Monitoring Programs
» Watershed Protection & Restoration
* Spill Response Planning
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Drinking Water Quality

Drinking Water Treatment

* Water Quality - Reg 11 Compliance

« AWWA Partnership for Safe Water — Treatment
& Distribution

e |[SO 14001, Environmental Performance

Distribution System Operation & Testing
Drinking Water Quality Laboratory




OVERFLOW
CATCH BASIN

Stormwater Quality

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer
System (MS4) Permit

* Erosion Control

e Education & Outreach

* Design Criteria / Low Impact
Development

Stormwater Management
lllicit discharge detection & elimination UNER,
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BEDDING COURSE AND
SLOTTED UNDERDRAIN

E. Coli source tracking study INFICTRATION—\uraTion
Drainage Improvement Projects
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Water Reclamation

Wastewater Treatment
e 2 facilities, 3 NPDES permits
« AWWA Partnership for Clean Water
e |ISO 14001, Environmental Performance
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Industrial Pre-Treatment Program
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State of the Poudre River, A River Health Assessment
Evaluates water quality along with other key indicators of river health
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CANYON ZONE

Through the Canyon zone the river and riparian
corridor are confined by canyon walls. Highway
14 further limits the river’s space and ability to
mitigate large floods. Here the river supports
aquatic life, a narrow riparian forest,

and floodplain, but this zone marks the
beginning of an approximately 20-mile

reach of river that is heavily impacted by
multiple diversions which begin to reduce
flows and fragment aquatic habitat. The
upstream forested watershed provides

Fort Collins and surrounding communities

with a reliable and high quality drinking

water source, but in the lower Canyon

zone warming water temperatures emerge

as a potential concern for aquatic life.

RURAL ZONE

As the Poudre leaves the canyon the river

has its first opportunity to connect to a wider
floodplain, but impacts from levees, armored

banks, and channelization disconnect the

river from its floodplain. Native cottonwoods
dominate many riverside forests, however,
encroachment from agricultural lands affects the
health of the vegetation. Cooler waters released
from Horsetooth Reservoir lower water temperature
in this zone. The impact of multiple large water diversions
severely alters peak and base (low) flows.
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URBAN ZONE
Gravel pits and levees affect the river’s ability to access the
floodplain on the upstream end of the Urban zone, while
encroachment from roads and development through the City
have impacted the diversity and extent of the riverside forests
and habitats. Nevertheless, pockets of excellent riverside
forests exist (near Shields Street) where high spring flows
have access to the floodplain. The river once formed multiple
braided channels increasing the system’s capacity to mitigate
large floods, but now as a single, confined channel it has
reduced resilience to flooding. Diversion dams and the lack of
large wood in the channel negatively impact habitat for aquatic
insects and fish. While introduced non-native trout appear to
be doing well, a major concern is the local loss of native fish.

PLAINS ZONE

As the river flows through large areas of land managed as
conserved open lands river health improves slightly in the
Plains zone. Yet the legacy of land use and water diversions
continues to have a significant influence on river health.
Diminished peak flows and significantly impacted base flows
have created a smaller-than-natural river channel that is
frequently disconnected from its floodplain. Low numbers and
diversity of native fish are a major concern but fish passage
structures allow for better aquatic habitat connectivity.
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* Multiple Water Supply Projects « Emerging Contaminants
* Shared and equal access to data and « Regulations

information * Extreme weather events
* Competing objectives (Fires, floods, drought)






