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Water System Overview
Michigan Ditch

Cache la Poudre River

Joe Wright Reservoir

Halligan Reservoir

Colorado-Big Thompson Project via 
Horsetooth Reservoir

Water Treatment Facility

Intake

fcgov.com/water101

Delivered to Customers

Water Quality Lab





Challenges & Opportunities







Growth Management Area (GMA)

Fort Collins Utilities

ELCO Water District

Fort Collins Loveland Water District

West Fort Collins Water District
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Direct Flow Rights Water from Storage 2008 Actual Demands

130% of Average Poudre 
River Flows (1986)

Water Supplies and Demands for Fort Collins Utilities

Direct flow 
rights in excess 

of demands.

Storage required to 
meet demands.
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Direct Flow Rights Water from Storage 2008 Actual Demands

30% of Average Poudre 
River Flows (2002)

Water Supplies and Demands for Fort Collins Utilities

Significant variation 
in water right yields.

Some excess 
even in dry year.

Much more 
storage required.

















Thank you! Questions?

Contact: 

Liesel Hans, PhD
Interim Utility Deputy Director
City of Fort Collins Utilities
lhans@fcgov.com

mailto:lhans@fcgov.com
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