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Prairie Pothole Region
• Most threatened ecoregion on the continent

• 50-90% of pothole habitat has been destroyed or severely degraded







The Truth about Wetlands

• About 2% of Colorado’s Land Area is Wetland 
• 38% of CO’s Wetlands Lost or Degraded
• 74% of all Bird Species use Wetlands

• 90% of all Wildlife Use Wetlands

• Excellent Recharge Facilities

• Unsurpassed Natural Pollution Filters

•Nature-based Solutions
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Causes of Irrigation Agriculture Losses – South Platte

•Urbanization

•Recruitment

•Planned Municipal and Industrial Water Transfers

•Unknown Water Transfers
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Property Description

• Riparian Corridor

• Warm-water sloughs

• Dryland Crops

• Native Prairie

• NO WATER RIGHTS!

South Platte River Ranch



Project Summary

• NEW WATER RIGHTS

• 40 Acres of Wetlands

• 1.5 Miles Pipeline

• 3,000 GPM Pump

• 70 acre-feet minimum 
river flows

South Platte River Ranch



South Platte River Ranch

No Man’s Land Wells
Unexpectedly Need Credits



Poudre River Watershed



Poudre River Watershed 
Impaired Waters



Wetlands Improve Water Quality
• Remove Phosphorus by 39-44%

• Remove Nitrogen by 17-29%

• Remove Selenium by 55-83%

• E.Coli – 90%

• Temperature - <6°

Processes

• Sedimentation

• Aerobic Microbes

• Anaerobic Microbes

• Vegetation



•Science

•Habitat

•Hunting

Conservation is:






