
COALITION FOR THE POUDRE RIVERWATERSHED

Wildf i re  in the  
W a t e r s h e d

The Cameron Peak Fire:  
Impacts & Recovery



OUR MISSION: To improve & 

maintain the ecological health of 

the Poudre River Watershed 

through community collaboration.



CPRW Programs
Forests Rivers

Education & 
Outreach

Adaptive 
Management

Watershed 
Resilience

When our watersheds 

are more resilient, they 

are better prepared to 

recover following future 

floods and fires.



Native Hill FarmsEvan Stafford 

Healthy Watersheds = 
Vibrant Communities & 

Strong Economies



Wildfires: Physical Drivers 
of Change

Snowpack dominated

Rainfall dominated



W I L D F I R E S  I N  T H E  P O U D R E  W A T E R S H E D  – 1 0 - y e a r  t i m e f r a m e



Source: United Way 
of Larimer County



BEFORE FIRE AFTER FIRE

Source: US Geological Survey



Post-Fire Flooding & Sediment 

Wildfires are keystone processes;

That can have unintended consequences;

That create a mountain of problems.



B L A C K H O L L O W F L O O D
JULY 20, 2021



L o n g - T e r m Impacts

ALTERED WATERSHED  

PROCESSES

EXCESS SEDIMENT &  

NUTRIENTS

DEBRIS FLOWS, FLASH  

FLOODS, WASHED OUT  

ROADS, WATER QUALITY  

ISSUES



C P F  R E S T O R A T I O N  P R O G R A M

Aerial Mulching Point-Mitigation Reforestation

Full-time Post-Fire Program Manager –Shayna Jones, shayna@poudrewatershed.org



C P F  R E S T O R A T I O N

C P F  P O S T - F I R E  P R O J E C T S

Online interactive project map

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/66393e20dd674741b43d024a2f2d9188


A E R I A L  M U L C H  O V E R V I E W

2021 – 5,800+ acres mulched 

2022 – 4,100+ acres mulched

Research underway with CSU to 

evaluate effectiveness

Largest aerial wood 
mulch operation in 
the United States. 



POINT MITIGATION

2022-2022 Overview

• Over 300 features installed 
in 17 priority watersheds

• 67 structures protected

• 30,000 upstream acres 
benefitted
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P O I N T  M I T I G A T I O N  T R E A T M E N T S



REFORESTATION

2022 Season Overview

• 6200+ ponderosa pines planted

• 650+ volunteer hours

• 100+ acres
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F U N D I N G   
S O UR C ES
C A M E R O N  P E A K  F I RE R E C O V E R Y



NEXT STEPS

• Planning efforts underway for additional point 

mitigation projects to be constructed in 2023

• Continued collaborative reforestation efforts

• Continued proactive forest health and fuels 

reduction mitigation in partnership with the 

Northern Colorado Fireshed

• Updates planned to Upper Poudre Resiliency 

Watershed Plan
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Q U E S T I O N S ?

poudrewatershed.org
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