
Wildlife Conservation in the Lower South Platte Basin of Colorado

GRAD 592 The South Platte River: Colorado’s Lifeblood
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Ducks  Unl imited conserves  
restores  and manages  wetlands  

and associated habitats  for  
North America’s  waterfowl.  

These habitats  a lso  benef it  
other  wi ldl i fe  and people.

DU has conserved more than 16 million 
acres of waterfowl habitat





Wildlife Habitats Associated 
with the South Platte River

(and its waters)

Riverine Habitats

Riparian Habitats

Agricultural/Municipal Habitats

Diversion, Storage & Conveyance

Irrigated Pasture, Hayland, & Croplands

Parklands

 





Wildlife of the Lower South Platte Basin in Colorado
FISH

Colorado Parks & Wildlife - Wetlands Priority Species (state.co.us)

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/WetlandsPrioritySpecies.aspx


Wildlife of the Lower South Platte Basin in Colorado

Colorado Parks & Wildlife - Wetlands Priority Species (state.co.us)

AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/WetlandsPrioritySpecies.aspx


Wildlife of the Lower South Platte Basin in Colorado
MAMMALS

Colorado Parks & Wildlife - Wetlands Priority Species (state.co.us)

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/WetlandsPrioritySpecies.aspx


Wildlife of the Platte Basin in Nebraska
PLATTE RIVER RECOVERY IMPLEMENTATION PROGRAM SPECIES

Platte River Recovery Implementation Program (platteriverprogram.org)

https://platteriverprogram.org/


Wildlife of the Lower South Platte Basin in Colorado
BIRDS

Colorado Parks & Wildlife - Wetlands Priority Species (state.co.us)

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/WetlandsPrioritySpecies.aspx


Wildlife of the Lower South Platte Basin in Colorado
BIRDS – MIGRATORY WATERFOWL

Colorado Parks & Wildlife - Wetlands Priority Species (state.co.us)

https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/WetlandsPrioritySpecies.aspx




The Platte River & Migratory Waterfowl



The Platte River & Migratory Waterfowl
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South Platte River Basin Migratory Waterfowl Midwinter Count Trend Data
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42.7 KCAL/Bird/Hour
(12.5 times Basal Metabolic Rate)

Energetic Cost of Flight



BIOENERGETIC GAPS

ON THE SOUTH PLATTE
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Water Supply Gaps in the South Platte Basin

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/colorado-water-plan/technical-update-to-the-plan

(Doesn’t represent environmental and recreational water needs in the Basin)









Conservation 
Easement 
Acquisitions 
on the Platte
to Protect 
Habitats in 
Perpetuity

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin





Warmwater 
Slough 
Restoration 
on the 
Lower 
South 
Platte River 
in Colorado

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin





Shallow-water 
Wetland 
Enhancements 
on the lower 
South Platte 
River in 
Colorado

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin





Augmentation 
Pond 
Development 
on the Lower 
South Platte 
River in 
Colorado

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin



River

Wetland
recharge

basin

Managed Aquifer Recharge
At Higher River Stages in the Non-irrigation Season



River

Wetland
recharge

basin

Managed Aquifer Recharge
At Low River Stages in Summer/Fall
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The End
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