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Colorado-Big Thompson
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C-BT Project

* Project created to provide a
supplemental water supply
1.6 million acres in 8 counties
« 615,000 irrigated acres
* 1.1 million residents

e Constructed 1938-1957
* Municipal, ag, industrial and
domestic water users

* Average deliveries =
215,000 acre-feet/year




C-BT Project Makeu

12 reservoirs

35 miles of tunnels
95 miles of canals

/ hydroelectric plants

700 miles of transmission
lines




SD-80 - Introduction:

The Colorado=-Big Thompson project in Colorado contemplates the diversion
of surplus waters fram the headwaters of the Colorado River on the Pacifio or
wostern slope to lands in northeastern Colorado on the Atlantic or eastern slope
greatly in need of supjlemental irrigation water.

(1) Storage on the Blue River in what is ocalled Green piountain Reservoir
located about 16 miles southeast of Kremmling, Colo., where the Blue enters the
Colorado River. This reservoir is to be used to replace water diverted to the
eastern slope that would be required by prior ri~hts along the Colorado River.

TN www.northernwater.org
Northern Water



SD-80 - History & Project Need:

The diffioulties experienced by these colonists in distributing the water
between them led to the creation of Colorado's irrigation laws which have been
oopied by most of the irrigation States of the Vlest.

Under such conditions only the older water rights have any assurance of
an adequate water supply, and in the dryer years the owners of junior rights
are forced to confine their farming to crops that oan be matured by the early
flood flow or that require a minimum amoumt of water. In years when the supply
is not correctly estimated considerable loss results. Ordinarily the crops
raeised in this and other irrigated areas do not compete with those grown under
rainfall conditions, but a shortage of water always leads to the raising of
more of the competing orops. Such orops also cut the income of the irrigation
farmer below what he can earn with the higher type, noncompetitive crops.

stream flow. It must be amphasiz;d that the additionai water supply here oon-

templated is to be used for a supplemental supply and not to create & large new
additional irrigated aoreage.

TN www.northernwater.org
Northern Water




SD-80 - History & Project Need:

Difference,: Tentative allocation of sup=-
1926, | plemental sm
Water Area 1926 Average 1lleyear i :
distriot irrigated diversion, diversion, average { Colorado- Mnfrat Present: Total
no, i aore-feet . 1925=35 required : Big and seepage_ supple-
. supple= Thompson Jones return -memtal
i . mentary : project Pags aore-  supply,
: | water in  water  tunmel feet ,ecre~
acre=feet . water i feet
; return
(1) ¢ (2) (3) (7) (15) (16) (17)  (18) ¢ (19)
f{ 1213,640 530,000 . 398,000 132,000 104,000 -~ ; L49,500°153,500
i 68,408 235,000 . 163,000 . 72,000 L4,100 - i 21,000. 65,10C
5 . 81,806 113,000 ©  9L,000 19,000 38,800 - ¢ 18,500° 57.300
1 i 92,39, 663,000 . L57,000 206,000 81,400 11, 000: 83,000, 175,40C
2 i 37,899 170,000 : 154,000 16,000 5,000 h.soo 5,100 1L,600
&, 1121,289 513,000 i _ 383,000 130,000 36,700 . 14,500 37,400: 88,60¢
Total ;615,436 2,224,000 1,649,000 575,000 310,000 ° 30,000 214,500 551,50
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Northern Water
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Repayment Contract [1938]:

There is also claimed and reserved by the United States for the use
of the District for domestic, irrigation and industrial uses, all of the increment,
seepage and return flow water which may result from the construction of the

project and the importation thereby, from an extraneous source, to-wit, from the

TN www.northernwater.org
Northern Water



CBT Quota
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C-BT Ownership Trends
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Historical Value Trends of a C-BT Unit
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Windy Gap Project
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www.chimneyhollow.org

Reservoir Project
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Where from Here?
Engage, Support & Guide




Where from Here?
Increase Resiliency
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Where from Here?
Increase Resiliency




Where from Here?
Protect Native Supplies
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Where from Here?
Improve Watershed Health
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