A Brown Buffalo’s Observations
on Water Justice in Colorado
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tom.romero@du.edu
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A few notes on terminology

Race

A social and historical construct based on ideas,
attitudes, consciousness, identity, ideology, and most
importantly, power.

Color

A legal and extra-legal category that is used to
extend or deny countless resources, rewards,
and benefits.




Ways of talking and thinking that affirm our belief in
individualism without recognizing the many
remaining barriers to equality. The end result is that
it removes racism, past or present, as explanatory
factors for disparities.

Color Consciousness

Understanding that many institutional settings—
politics, schools, neighborhoods, and workplaces,
are structured on the needs and experiences of
dominant groups despite seeming inclusion of
diverse racial groups.



Access to Water to Water in US
Has Been Built on a Jim Crow
Scheme

Water Infrastructure Reflects

Deliberate Prejudice Against Communities of Color

On Basis of Race

Reinforced by a “Colorblind” Legal Regime
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Catarina de Albuquerque, Report of the Special Rapporteur
on the Human Right to Safe Drinking Water and Sanitation,
United Nations Human Rights Council (August 2011).

Report of the Michigan Civil Rights Commission, The Flint

Water Crisis: Systemic Racism Through the Lens of Flint
(February 2017).

NAACP LDF, Water/Color: Study of Race and the Water
Affordability Crisis in America’s Cities (May 2019).
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“One of the few depictions of
Denver's anti-Chinese riot of
Oct. 31, 1880, this illustration
(based on a sketch by N. B.
Wilkins) appeared in Frank
Leslie's lllustrated Newspaper
on November 20 of that year.
Rioters assault Chinese men,
throw belongings out of
windows and use wooden
beams to destroy frame
buildings.

https://www.cpr.org/2019/09/0
2/on-halloween-nearly-150-
years-ago-an-anti-chinese-riot-
broke-out-in-denver/



Images courtesy Western History Collection, Denver Public Library
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Member of the Klu Klux Klan at Overland Park in Denver offices of a prominent African
American Doctor

Burned cross outside the home and



Edwin C. Johnson Collection, State Archives




Only persons of the
Caucasian race shall own,
use, or occupy any dwelling
or residence erected upon
said lots or tracts, provided,
however, that occupancy by
persons of another race who
are employed as domestic
servants by the occupying
owner or occupying tenant
shall not constitute a
violation of the protective
covenant.

-Burns Brentwood
Subdivision Filing No. 2, 1949
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Managing Color in
The Most Color(blind) of Ways
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The “Great and Growing City”

Wihat the Project Means to
: Metropolitan Denverx -

Realization that mo human ingenuity could enable Denver to gsrowr
withhout a reasomable water supply makes it apparent that the project is
well worth the cost. Through Governrmrment grants and cooperatiorn, the
City gains a $2,000,000 project at a cost of $5,400,000. Dernver’s wwater
problerm is being solved becawurse the necessariy greater suupplisy rorw is 27
sight. Future development may be planned fromm this timme forward with
absolute wvwater securlty- The pioneer spirit lives and leads o to nmew
achievements.

The water that comes from the Western Slope is soft water, much
softer than thhat from the South Platte River. It is clear, clean and cold.
It wwill elirminate high level pumping in the Ashland dAistrict. Next year,
the remaining half of the present transmountain diversion will be cornm-
Plete, withh an added supply of purified water of first guality flowing into
City faucets. The rmountain barriers which brought death and destruction
to rmany who sought to subdue thermnm, will bring life-giving water to IDer—
ver and the arid eastern plains.

TDenwver now ranks high by every standard of water value—amusual
Purity, crystal clarity, refreshing coolness, priceless healthfulness, and
Nnow a more abundant supplsy. Adll these make DDenver a bettexr place inm
which to live, to invest, to Tmake ome’s home. "TThey emnmnhance business and
enrich life. ;

(Food water tra2aelyzyy is a wornderFfFral asset!

T our CoOoOoPERATION IS APPRECIATED AND INECESSARY.

SECTION OF MOFFAT WATER TUNNEL.
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Land Use and
Valuation Map

Source:
Preliminary
Report, Sites for
Low-Cost
Housing Projects

Denver Planning
Commission
(1949)
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SUBSTANDARD DWELLING UNITS
IN DENVER, 1949
PROPORTION SUBSTANDARD
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RedLining “GUIDE MAP to Denver and Suburbs”
Home Owners Loan Corp (1938),
Denver Public Library Digital Collection



The Denver Water Board “Blue”
nd “Brown” Line Circa 1950

d

Source: Urbanized
Denver and the
Metropolitan Area: A
Basis For Our Policy
Decision on our
Utilities, Major Streets,
and Annexation

Denver Planning
Commission (1953)
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Arsenal Cited
As Key Source
Of Pollution

By BILL MILLER
Rocky Mountain News Writer

ROCKY
MOUNTAIN
NEWS, Nov.
10, 1959, at 6.

Water Crisis Strikes
Fear Among Residents

Water Crisis Strikes
Fear Among Residents

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS, Nov. 12,
1959, at 2.

ARMY STILL SILENT

Secret Probe Begun
During '54in Region

Of Water Pollution

By LEONARD LARSEN

DENV. POST, Nov. 13,
1959, at 1.




Nick Pohlit, sanitarian for the
Adams county tri-county health
department, sald that a buckel
of “water'” from the Kramer
irrigation ditch teated 99.8 pet.
refined gasoline.

“There are thres or four re.
fineries, a storage tank farm
and a flling station In & Mve-
mile radius In that area.” J. D,
Torrey, Industrial hyglenist for
the state health department,
pointed out. *'And there is un-
derground contamination of the
water supply by both gasoline
and petroleum.,

Eva Hodges, Fuel Contaminating Wells in
Adams County, DEN. POST, Aug. 24, 1954,
at 19.

Pohlit sald his office recelved
its first complaint of gas in well
water “approximately three
years ago."

Numerous meetings have been
held—and are still being held-
with farmers of the area and
engineers from the petroleum
Industries, he sald,

‘““We don’t think the first re
course Is courtd,” Pohllt ex-
plained. *“We've tried an edu-
cational approach.

“It & Inrge company loses 10
to %0 gallons of gas or petroleam
a day—well, It's hardly worth
bothering to record,

“But it conld ruln the waler
strata In the whole area.”




_ Henry Raybuck Jr., president of the Town and
Country Water Board, put it in no uncertain terms.
“This Is not a meeting,” he told about 70 residents of
Commerce City gathered in the municipal huilding to
discuss their water problems, ' fo

wiigh the residenls came
berit on discussing means 1o
‘Jear up the long-term problem,

aybuck made it elear at' the
start that he was unhappy with

1w the “meeting® was. tumning|

LIl '

&pite protest from stockholders,
hie demanded that & Newsg re
parter leave the room and askesd
far police asslstance in the fage
of rielusal, 1
Following the protest’ of Tim
Medina, who said, *"We have

And apparently the board had

beern throdgh it said
({’:ﬂsL board . mainten
ance head. | “Erepytime we gel
a few new reside %, wi have tg
go through it apain,”

No one dpgnies the witer prob-
lem. It's just a question of solv-
ing It. In the end, it always
oines down to the ‘high eost of
digiging a deeper well or hooking
up with another waler system,
uﬁhtas Denver or South Adams

ounty, , P

He _ﬁ'r}tl r.ii!manf!i:ﬂ that all

subdivision hold
Ii:."t_)._ Dy

nothing to hide and all want to
work together for the same pur-
pose,'” the meeting was opened
to the public.

“If you don't like the water,
you have the privilege of mov.
AhE oul,”” snid Woods,

MWe also have the privilege
of trying o change things,”” a
reésident countered,

Kathy Gosliner, 70 Residents
Attend Non-Meeting on Water
Problems, ROCKY MOUNTAIN
NEWS, Dec. 12,1973, at 102.
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“Here could lie a
potentially great city!”

Memo to Industries-
Denver Business and
Industrial Community

From Denver Chamber of
Commerce (undated)

Anti-Defamation League
Collection, University of
Denver Archives

Box17,FF9
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JEFFERSON ;’L
COUNTY

DENVER
COUNTY

ARAPAHOE
COUNTY

Denver’s “sphere of influence” in Metropolitan Denver
Denver Post, October 21, 1973.




The Poundstone “Amendment”

An act to amend Articles XIV and
XX of the Constitution of the State
of Colorado, concerning the
annexation of property by a County
or City and County...
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“Itis, | think, right to suppose that the
primary reason for the easy passage of
the Poundstone Amendment was the
suburbs fear of busing. If, in other
words, there is to be a ghetto, and
busing is to relieve the pressures and
injustice of the ghetto, let it all be
within the City and County—and school
district—of Denver.”

-John Bromley, Denver Post, November 18, 1974
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Taking Off the Colorblind Lens
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Grutter v. Bollinger, 539 U.S. 306 (2003)

Just as growing up in a particular region
or having particular professional
experiences is likely to affect an
individual's views, so too is one's own
unique experience of being a racial
minority in a society, like our own, in
which race unfortunately still matters.

-Justice Sandra Day O’Connor



Water Justice Toolkit

Regulatory Drinking Water Regimes
State & Federal

{

Contaminated Taps
in Communities of Color

]

Management of a Particular Water Supply
Local




New Tools to Add

Colorado's EJ Act and Protection of
Disproportionately Impact Communities




What are Disproportionately
Impacted Communities?




* Census Block Groups with one of 3 demographic factors:
* More than 40% low-income households;
* More than 40% people of color households;
* More than 40% housing cost-burdened households;

* Communities with a history of environmental racism
perpetuated through exclusionary laws, including redlining,
anti-Hispanic, anti-Black, anti-indigenous, and anti-immigrant
laws; and

 Communities where multiple factors (socioeconomic
stressors, disproportionate environmental burdens, lack of
public participation) cumulatively contribute to persistent
public health and environmental disparities.

- House Bill 21-1266 (2021)


https://cohealthviz.dphe.state.co.us/t/EnvironmentalEpidemiologyPublic/views/EJActDICommunities-Public/HB21-1266DICommunities?%3AshowAppBanner=false&%3Adisplay_count=n&%3AshowVizHome=n&%3Aorigin=viz_share_link&%3AisGuestRedirectFromVizportal=y&%3Aembed=y
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New Tools to Add

Racial or Social Impact Statements




Racial impact statements are a tool for law and
policy makers to evaluate potential disparities of
proposed legislation or policy prior to adoption and
implementation.

Policymakers may then be able to modify legislation
that would worsen existing racial disparities.
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Superfund sites are established
under the Comprehensive
Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act
(CERCLA) of 1980. Designation as
a superfund site allows for EPA to
initiate cleanup efforts and hold
parties responsible for
contamination to either perform the
work or reimburse work if EPA

| takes the lead.
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Cartographer” Jerry Dinzes

Date: December 2018
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Ideas to Keep in Mind

* “Race [and other social inequities] Still
Matter”

e Asset Based Community Development (ABCD)
* Community-Engaged Collaboration

For updates, check out my
The in Colorado Project


https://operations.du.edu/irise/project-color-of-water

uItl JUSHTE T0NS UOWT

like a mighty stream

L/
/) r)‘ O Martin Luther King, J.




Thank You:!

Questions?

tom.romero@du.edu
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