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Headwaters of the Colorado River, USGS



Sharing 
Colorado’s 
Rivers



Whiskey’s for Drinking
Water’s for Fighting



Delphus E. Carpenter
Father of Interstate Compacts





Upper Colorado River Compact, 1948

• % Apportionments to CO, 
NM, UT, WY &50k maf/yr 
to AZ 

• Process for curtailment 
of use to comply with 
Colorado River Compact

• Established Upper 
Colorado River 
Commission



State Apportionments
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Hoover Dam and Glen Canyon Dam

commons.wikimedia.org

usgs.gov



Law of the River

• Colorado River Compact, 1922

• Boulder Canyon Project Act of 1928

• California Seven Party Agreement

• Mexican Water Treaty, 1944

• Upper Colorado River Basin Compact, 1948

• Colorado River Storage Protection Act of 1956

• Arizona v. California, 1964

• Colorado River Basin Project Act of 1968

• Long Range Operating Criteria, 1970

• Interim Surplus Criteria, 2002

• Interim Guidelines for LB Shortages and Coordinated 
Operations for Lake Powell and Lake Mead, 2007

• Drought Contingency Plans 2019





From Drought to Aridification

usgs.gov







Short-term: Managing the Colorado River 
During Drought until 2026

• 2007 Interim Guidelines

• 2019 Drought Contingency 
Plans

• Mexico Accepts Shortages

• LB 500+ Plan
USGS Photo



Secretary Declares Shortages 
for Lower Basin

In 2022 Arizona, Nevada and 
Mexico saw cuts to water 
deliveries by 613,000 acre-feet

In 2023, deeper cuts 
of 721,000 acre-feet



Drought Operation Releases

Blue Mesa, cpr.org



Colorado/ Upper Basin Efforts
• System Conservation Pilot Program

•Demand Management Discussions

•Colorado River Drought Task Force

www.ucrcommission.com

Demand Management Workgroup Members 
brainstorm potential program.  cwcb.colorado.gov

crdroughttaskforce.com



Long-term Planning

•All agreements expire end of 2026

• Lessons learned

• New modeling

• Structural deficit



Congress to the Rescue!

Money

         to

     Uphill

   Flows  

Water

$4 billion of drought relief with priority to 
Colorado River



Resources on Colorado River



Questions?
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