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Today’s Presentation
1. Brief introduction to me and Ducks Unlimited, the organization I work for

2. What’s going on with the birds?

3. Wildlife Conservation, Habitats, & Water

4. Wildlife Habitat & Private Lands Recreation

5. Water supply for habitat conservation projects

6. Collaborative Water Conservation Case Study: South Platte Managed Aquifer 

Recharge

7. Questions & Broader Discussion of Water for Wildlife & Recreation





Matthew Reddy
Regional Biologist

Ducks Unlimited, Inc.





An international, private, non
conservation organization dedicated to 
the conservation of waterfowl and their 
habitats

Established in 1937 by waterfowl 
hunters concerned by declines in North 
American populations of ducks and 
geese, recognizing this decline was a 
result of habitat loss

A grassroots, volunteer
organization with 644,000 members 
hosting over 4,000 fund
per year

Ducks  Unl imited conserves  
restores  and manages wetlands 

and associated habitats  for  
North America’s  waterfowl.  

These habitats  also benef it  
other  wi ldl i fe  and people.

DU has conserved more than 16 million 
acres of waterfowl habitat

The vis ion of  Ducks  Unl imited is  
wetlands suf f ic ient  to  f i l l  the 
skies  with waterfowl  today,  

tomorrow and forever.

DU has conserved more than 16 million 
acres of waterfowl habitat





Bird 
Population 
Trends





Wetlands Status & Trends





Landscape level hydrologic changes have broad 
impacts



Wetland-
dependent 

Bird Species 
(80%)

Non Wetland-
dependent Bird 
Species (20%)









Wildlife Habitats Associated 
with Colorado Rivers

(and their waters)

Riverine Habitats

Riparian Habitats

Agricultural/Municipal Habitats

Diversion, Storage & Conveyance

Irrigated Pasture, Hayland, & Croplands

Parklands

 





Water for Waterfowl Habitats on Private Lands (public too!)

Wildlife Habitat/Wetlands Are a Beneficial Use

We Use Natural Flow, Groundwater & Diverted Surface 

Waters to provide Habitat

New junior decreed rights for wildlife

Irrigation Rights

Transfer & Change of Senior Rights





Riverine Flows

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin





Wetland 
Diversion & 
Irrigation

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin





How Does This Work in a Water-short Basin?

https://cwcb.colorado.gov/colorado-water-plan/technical-update-to-the-plan

Water Supply Gaps in the South Platte Basin





Water is Expensive!





How Does this Work?
By Using Broad Societal Benefits as Basis for Collaborative Conservation





How Does this Work?
By Using Broad Societal Benefits as Basis for Collaborative Conservation



Water for Waterfowl Habitats on Private Lands (public too!)

Working with people who have water, but don’t hunt 
ducks, to achieve Habitat & Conservation Goals

~OR~

Using ducks to make more water in a River to achieve 
Societal Goals

Managed Aquifer Recharge on The South Platte River





Managed Aquifer Recharge – A Case Study
Maintaining Platte River Flow through Augmentation





August 1998





River

Wetland
recharge

basin

Managed Aquifer Recharge
At Higher River Stages in the Non-irrigation Season



River

Wetland
recharge

basin

Managed Aquifer Recharge
At Low River Stages in Summer/Fall



Managed 
Aquifer 
Recharge 
Pond 
Construction 
for Platte 
River Flow

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin
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Managed 
Aquifer 
Recharge 
Pond 
Construction 
for Platte 
River Flow

Techniques of Wetland Conservation in a Water-short Basin
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The End
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